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Early Assembly Actions 
Through Saturday 


RICE named Moderator 262-105 over L. Nelson Bell. . . . Charles 
L. King takes retiring Moderator’s place to deliver opening sermon. 
... Hymnal, World Missions, Retiring Ruling Elders ad interim reports 
adopted. . \lexander points 
to failure of Synod of Florida to record an individual protest as in- 
structed by the last Assembly... . North Carolinians unveil portrait of 
I. Ek. Gillespie before Assembly. ... Last-minute overture from Meridian 
asking withdrawal from National Council keeps Assembly record per- 
fect in always having one or more such overtures. . . . Official promo- 
tional publication as proposed is held up for careful scrutiny. . .. Mon- 
treat College gets approval for (1) prep school; (2) iunior college, while 
further steps are studied during the Assembly. . . . Chapel Hill case 
reaches Assembly through complainants representing Orange Presbytery. 
Indications point to over-subscription of $2,000,000 Negro work 
compaign. . . . Traditional policy on church property is sustained as 
minority proposal is defeated 224-120. Assembly says: Congregation 
owns its property; in case of a division, a congregation consists of those 
persons recognized as members by the respective church courts. 
Montreat set for next vear’s meeting. . . . Hospitalization provision is 
added to group life insurance plan... . Removal of Annuities & Relief 
offices to Atlanta is approved. 











THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians 


Reunite! * 


(Continued from last week) 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians Re- 
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editorial 
with more than 140 signatures will be sent free 
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Letters to the Editors 





GAR-Confederate Veterans Bridge the Gap 





’ 7 
Is the Church Behind? 
To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

The accompanying article appeared in 
the Lincoln Times, Lincolnton, N. C., re- 
cently. I thought you might find it of 
interest. 

I used it in a sermon to point out the 
fact that though the veterans of the GAR 
and the Confederacy have long since for- 
given each other and forgotten their dif- 
ferences the Presbyterian, USA, and Pres- 
byterian, U. S., churches have still not 
done so. 

This illustrates to me 
ehureh is behind. 


how far the 


Davin E. WiLkINSON. 
Charlotte, N.C. 


THEIR WAR IS OVER 

Albert Woolson, 106, last surviving 
member of the GAR, talked over the phone 
the other day with John Salling. 107, one 
of four remaining Confederate veterans. 
Third man on the line was National Com- 
mander Lewis K. Gough, of the American 
Legion, who had arranged the long-dis- 
tance meeting between Duluth, Minn., and 
Kingsport, Tenn., and who introduced the 
old soldiers to each other. Woolson sug- 
gested to his late enemy that “all differ- 
ences be forgotten by the boys in blue and 
the boys in grey,” and concluded, “God 
bless you.” 

“God bless you,” responded Salling, who 
was talking over a telephone for the first 
time in his life. “I am mighty proud to 
be able to speak with you.” 

The graphic, detailed account of this 
historic “reunion” is told in the May 24th 
issue of The American Weekly, and con- 
stitutes, we believe the Memorial Day 
story of the year. 


Miller on Fundamentalists 


To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

Donald Miller’s letter (May 18) 
seems to me to be one of the best things 
you have ever published, and my only re- 
gret about its inclusion is that it may be 
lost in its relatively inconspicuous spot. 
(NOTE: Nothing gets closer scrutiny than 
our Letters page.—Eds.) 

Professor Miller's letter seems to me to 
state the fundamental difference in atti- 
tude between the so-called “Fundamen- 
talists” and those of us who like to think 
of ourselves as conservative evangelicals 
better than anything I have read in recent 
years. This would make, it seems to me. 
a valuable re-print. Are you planning to 
have reprints of it? ... 

E. C. REcKARD, 
Chaplain of the University. 
Brown University. Providence, R. 1. 

®@ EDITOR'S NOTE—VNo immediate plans 

for reprints. 


=) . 
Sermon Library Recorded 
To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

We are in the process of setting up the 
Reigner Library of Recorded Sermons and 
Worship Services. .. . 

We believe this library will be a valu- 
able aid to students in homiletics and in 
the distant future it will undoubtedly 
be of considerable historic worth. 

If there is any way you can pass on 
to your readers our request for informa- 
tion concerning the whereabouts of re- 
ut 
Presbyterian of the South, Ine., 1 


the postoffice at 


cordings of sermons by widely-kKnown min. 
isters now deceased, we shall count it a 
great favor if you will do so. We antici- 
pate that the endeavor to locate such re- 
cordings will be our greatest difficulty. 
Rosvert Wire Kirk kKPATRICK, 
Professor of Homiletics. 
Union Seminary, 3401 Brook Road, 
Richmond 27, Va. 


Templeton and Presbyterians 


To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

For two weeks it was my privilege to 
be associated with Chuck Templeton, who 
during that time was the preacher in the 
Louisville Evangelistic Mission. I was 
impressed with him as I have been with 
no other man engaged in the work of 
mass evangelism. He, as no other man 
I know, is preaching the evangel in the 
language of our day. 

Chuck Templeton is a Presbyterian. He 
makes no apologies for his Presbyterian- 
ism, and Presbyterians do not have to 
make any apologies for Chuck Templeton. 

Templeton’s noon meetings, like Dr. 
Margaret Applegarth’s Bible studies, were 
held in the Warren Memorial Presby- 
terian Church. This historic church in 
the heart of the city is ideally located 
for such meetings. A minister of another 
denomination sat down beside me in that 
church, and said, “The Protestants of 
Louisville should never let this spot get 
away from them.” 

In this interdenominational mission, in 
which denominationalism as such played 
no part, Presbyterianism made a signifi- 


eant and noticeable contribution, as_ in- 
deed it does wherever Chuck Templeton 
goes. Here Presbyterianism is bearing 


its corporate testimony. To the public, 
which knows little and cares less about 
divisions within the Presbyterian house- 
hold, it is Presbyterianism as a whole 
which makes its influence felt in such a 
way. 


6 


Dorsey DD. Elsis. 


Louisville, Ky. 


Witness 


To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

I was reared a United Presbyterian, I 
recently served as a DRE in a Presby- 
terian Chureh, U. S.; IT am now a DRE in 


a Presbyterian Church, USA. 
“Let Presbyterians Unite!” I say. 


JANE Tuowrpsoxn, DRE. 


Ashland, Ohio. 


I wish to join in the request that our 
three denominations, Presbyterian, U. S., 
USA and United, unite. 

It seems to me a grave reflection on 
the quality of our Christianity that we 
eannot join in the collective effort to 
spread the gospel. 

I know of no reason for continuing the 
separation but am positive there are a 
thousand reasons for the collective ef- 
fort. 

Harry G. SArmer. 
Crossville, Tenn. 


We are 100° in favor of all 
terian churches reuniting. 
paper very much. 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Swit. 
Land Lakes, Fla. 


Presby- 
We enjoy your 


Richmond, Va.. under the uct 
North Sixth Street, Richmond 19%, Virsinia 


Foreign postaxve $1 extra. 
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The Moderator: 





PRICE: 93rd Moderator 


Frank Wilson Price was born in China 
of missionary parents 58 years ago. His 
father, P. Frank Price, Moderator of the 
1936 Assembly, is now living in Florence, 
S.C. His mother (Esther Wilson) died 
luring his last term in China. 

He spent his boyhood in China, studied 
it Davidson College, Columbia Univer- 
sity Teachers’ College (M.A.); Yale 
University (B. D. and Ph. D.). 

In 1923 he and his wife, the former 
Essie McClure of Bethel 


Staunton, Va., went to China as mission- 


church near 


tries. On their way, while visiting in 
lokyo, they were caught in the great 
arthquake of September 1. 

He was a professor in Hangchow 
Christian University and in Nanking 
Theological Seminary where he taught re- 
ligious education and rural church work. 
For one year he was secretary of the 
China Christian Educational Association, 
two and a half years missionary secretary 
f the Church of Christ in China (1948- 
30) 

In 1918-19 he had served as YMCA 
secretary for Chinese Labor Corps. 

During World War I he was head of 
the West China unit of Nanking Theo- 
logical Sino- 


Seminary. During the 


Biographical 


Japanese War he helped in various forms 
of relief work and liaison services in West 
China. 
the Chinese delegation at the organiza- 
tion ef the United Nations in San Fran- 
Cisco. 

Dr. and Mrs. Price applied for exit 
permits in December, 1950, when it was 
no longer possible for them to carry on 
missionary work. These permits were 
refused and the Prices were detained in 
Shanghai by the Communist government 
for 22 months, finally being released Oc- 
tober 2, 1952. They arrived in this coun- 
try November 8. 

Dr. Price was a member of the Chi- 
nese delegation at the Life and Work 
Conference at Oxford University in 1937 
and at the International Missionary Con- 
ference at Madras, India, in 1938, and 
the Whitby, Canada, conference in 1947. 

He is the author of a number of books 
in English and Chinese, including: Ke- 
ligion and Character in Christian Middle 
Schools of China, China Rediscovers Her 
West, We Went to West China, English 
translations of Sun Yat-sen’s Three Prin- 
ciples of the People and of Chiang Kai- 
shek’s War Messages, China-Twilight or 
Dawn?, The Rural Church in China, 
Rural Religious Readers, and others. 

He delivered the Sprunt Lectures at 
Union Seminary in Virginia in 1948. 
These were published under the title. 
As the Lightning Flashes (John Knox). 
In February of this vear he gave a con- 
vocation week series of lectures at Austin 
(Texas) Seminary, entitled, “Marx 
Meets Christ.” 

The Prices, while on furlough, have 
been at Mission Court, Richmond, Va., 
since arriving here last fall. They will 
continue to be there until they go to the 
New Monmouth church, near Lexington, 
Va., next fall. Vhis rural church is in 
Lexington Presbyterv, where Dr. Price 
was ordained in 1922 and where he has 
been a member ever since. 

The Prices have two children: Frank 
W., Jr., finishing his medical course this 
vear at the University of Virginia, and 
Mary Virginia Price Miller, now of 
Baltimore. 

The three brothers of Frank W., Sr.. 
are: Philin B.. M. D.. a former mission- 
ary to China, now of Salt Lake City, 
Utah; Julian, M. D., of Florence, S. C., 
and Harry B., also formerly a missionary 
to China, now of Washington, D. C. 


In 1945 he was a consultant to 


Frank Price Elected 
Assembly’s Moderator 
At Montreat Meeting 


China Missionary Leader Named 

To Succeed W. A. Alexander 

Frank Wilson Price, 58-year-old mis- 
sionary to China, was named Moderator 
of the 93rd General Assembly over L. 
Nelson Bell, Montreat, N. C., elder and 
surgeon, in its opening session. 

The vote was 262-165, with one vote 
for Charles L. King, the 1944 Moderator 
who was presiding. 

‘The election followed the sermen which 
was delivered by Dr. King, Houston, 
Texas, pastor, in view of the illness of 
the retiring Moderator, William A. Alex- 
ander, of Shreveport, La. Dr. Alex- 
ander’s physician, Dr. L. W. Gorton, a 
commissioner to the Assembly reported 
that his ailment is diagnosed as emphy- 
zema and that, with rest and care, his 
strength can be conserved. In view of 
this, Dr. Alexander is retiring from the 
pastorate. 

Dr. King, who had been requested by 
the retiring Moderator to preach the open- 
ing sermon, took as his theme, “Things 
That Lie at the Center.” The sermon 
will appear in these columns. 


Benfield and Currie Speak 


Following the opening service, the pre- 
siding officer called for nominations for 
the Moderatorship. Wm. A. Benfield, 
Jr., Louisville, Ky., placed Dr. Price in 
nomination and the seconding speech 
was made by Thomas W. Currie, Jr., of 
Dallas, Texas. 

Dr. Benfield described the 30-year mis- 
sionary service of Dr. Price in China and 
declared that no missionary of any church 
has a higher standing than Frank W. 
Price. He is not simply “another mis- 
sionary.” He has been uniquely and 
providentially led to this hour in cur 
church's life. In evangelism, Christian 
education, world missions and church 
extension, his interests and experience 
qualify him to represent our total pro- 
gram—the church can work unitedly 
under the leadership of a man whose 
heart is close to every part of cur church's 
program. 

Dr. Price’s World War II experience. 


in liaison with the U. S. Forces, was 








described and his representation with 
the Chinese delegation as the only mis- 
sionary on anv delegation at the draft- 
ing of the charter for the United Nations 
in San Francisco. His and Mrs. Price's 
detainment by the Communists for 22 
months, leading up to their release last 
rall, described and his. first-hand 
knowledge of the ideology and methods 


Was 


of Communism was emphasized. 

Dr. Bentield called him “a recognized 
Christian statesman, of deep humility 
and with a love for all his fellowmen who 
will during the 
coming year.” 


lead our church = well 

In his seconding speech, Dr. Currie 
said, “I have only one vote to cast and 
I want that vote to be cast for the man 
who has stood in the fiery furnace when 
it was heated times hotter than 
usual.” A man once told me, he said, 
that the most creative Christian in all 
Asia Frank Wilson Price and I 
don't want to miss the opportunity to 
vote for him. He is a combination of 
brains and zeal and devotion that is the 


seven 


Was 


inspiration and despair of most of us. 


Bell Is Nominated 


R. MeFerran Atlanta pastor, 
nominated Dr. Bell, insisting upon ren- 
dering “honor to whom honor is due.” 
Of the 92 past Moderators, he said, only 
10 have been ruling elders. There have 
been lawvers, judges, teachers, business 
men——hut never a doctor. ‘This, he said, 
is passing strange, for our Lord was the 
Great Physician. Is it not time to right 
this wrong? 

He spoke of Dr. Bell as a scientist, 
statesman, a dedicated missionary whose 
name is whispered in gratitude by thou- 
sands. The resignation of Dr. Bell as 
a medical missionary in China some vears 
ago, he said, presented a critical problem 
to the Board of World Missions in seck- 
ing to replace him. 


Crowe, 


The seconding speech was made by F. 
8. Gardner who said that as a layman 
and businessman he knew when a person 
is being considered for a_ responsible 
position you examine carefully into 
his background, character, experience and 
demonstrated ability. On 11 of thes 
counts, he said, Dr. Bell measures up. He 
has had the courage to face forces and 
issues that make a frontal attack upon 
our church seeking to destroy it and ele 
ments that seek to destroy the church from 
within. He to have conclusions 
and convictions and to stand by them. 


dares 


Celtic Cross Presented 


When he was presented bv the 
who nominated him, Dr. Price received 
the gavel from the hands of Dr. King 
and also the Celtic Cross brought from 
the Island of Iona several vears ago by 
Harrison Rav Anderson. 
another exactly like it 


men 


The cross and 


Mod- 


pass from 


4 


erator to Moderator in both the U.S. and 
CSA churches, with the expectation that 
when the churches are eventually united, 
the two crosses wil] be welded together. 
In accepting, Dr. Price said, “I accept 
the call of the highest court of our church, 
though unsought and undeserved and I 
am particularly grateful for the tribute 
vou have paid to our worldwide mission- 
iry program in both vour nominations. 
I had hoped to settle quietly into an 
American pastorate (he goes to New 
Monmouth church, RFD, Lexington, Va.. 
in September)... . [ have presided over 
many church gatherings in China but 
never over one in America (it is under- 
-tood that he has never even been a Mod- 
erator of a presbytery 
long absences on missionary duty). 


because of his 


“Your pravers sustained us during our 
time of difficulty in China and they will 
sustain us during the coming year. W% 
are surrounded by a host of Christian 
bast and present, near und 
far. May God help us to lay aside every 
weight and to run with boldness the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of our faith.” 


Withesses, 


Gillespie Portrait Unveiled 


Another feature of the opening session 
was the unveiling of a portrait of FE. EF. 
Gillespie, longtime home mission leader 
of the Synod of North Carolina. The 


portrait, along with one of William 
Black. will be placed in the William 
Black Home for Christian Workers. 


alongside the Assembly Inn at Montreat. 
This home is maintained by the Synod of 
North Carolina for vacation use of mis- 
sion and other workers during the sum- 
mer. The presentation of the portrait 
was made for the trustees by former 
Moderator W. E. Price of Charlotte, with 
©. V. Caudill, Salisbury, N. C.. accept- 
ing it for the home. Both Dr. and Mrs. 
Gillespie were recognized by the Assem- 
bly. 

Upon nominaticn of Stated Clerk F. 
C. Scott, the Assembly named these tem- 
porary clerks: Stephen T. Harvin, Jack- 
sonville. Fla.: W. C. Cooper, Coleman, 
Texas: and Howard F. San- 
ford, N. C. 

In his report for the vear, the retiring 
Moderator called the Assembly's atten- 
tion to the failure of the Svnod of Florida 
pretest of JT. WL NMershall 
(for allowing women to address the sv- 
nod) to be part of the 
This case was heard last vear and the 
judicial commission which heard the case 
ruled for the Assembly that the svned 
erred in not admitting the Marshall dis 
sent to become a part of the record. 


Newman 


to admit 


made a recerd, 


Upon Dr. Alexander's recommenda- 
tion, this failure of the Synod of Florida 
to correct its record was referred to the 
standing committee on Judicial Busi- 


ness. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON 


Following a long morning of standing 
committee meetings the Assembly con- 
vened to attend to its docket. The Mod- 
erator named the usual five Assistants to 
the Moderator to aid in expediting th 
meeting: R. Murphy Williams, Jr., Wil- 
son, N. C.; Malcolm L. Purcell, Houston. 
Texas; Sam Bissett, Tampa, Fla.; Wal- 
ter Gwin, Jackson, Miss.; and Jack W. 
Ewart, Radford, Va. 

On his committee on thanks he named 
Landern Childers, Memphis; Col. D. 7. 
Moore, Lewisburg. W. Va.; and D. J, 
Cumming, Nashville. , 

World Mission Executive Secretary (. 
Darby Fulton presented to the Assembly 
as a fraternal delegate, Amantino Adorno 
Vassao, executive secretary of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Brazil who is also 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Rio de Janeiro, oldest of the Presby- 
terian churches of Brazil (1862). 

Albert 3 Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla. 
reported for the ad interim committee on 
the joint hymnal, reporting good progress 
and the probability that the work of the 
content committee would be completed 
within the next few months, though the 
date of publication will still be some time 
off in view of the involved processes 
which must be followed in so large and 
complex an undertaking. 

The ad interim committee studying the 
program and policies of world missions 
submitted a written report indicating 
progress and looking forward to the com- 
pletion of the study for the 1954 Assem- 
bly. ‘The committee asked that Frank 
W. Price. the Moderator, be added to its 
membership) and the Assembly took this 
action. 


Promotional Publication 


First debate of any consequence in the 
Assembly dealt with the ad interim com- 
mittee recommending a new promotional 
publication under the church’s official 
sponsorship and underwritten by the 
hoards (OuTLook, May 18, 25) 3 
Chester Frist, Mobile paster, presented 
the report recommending establishment 
of the organ. 

D. J. Cumming of the Board of World 
Missions was the first to point out pos- 
sible difficulties. He said the agencies 
have long felt that something along this 
line is needed but he doubted if the plan 
as recommended would be adequate 
Sixty-four pages in the Survey are giver 
over to this effort now and he felt that 
publication with less than half that spac 
could not do the job. Furthermore, h: 
said, the $10,000 anticipated deficit 1s 
based on a possible circulation of 100. 
000. Some estimates. he said, put the 
possible annual deficit as high as $45. 
000. 


Edward A. ‘Terry, Spring Hill, Ala.. 


elder, said this proposal has been passed 
back and forth long enough. It’s net 
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the size of the publication that deter- 
mines its effectiveness: its got to shoot 
jown the line. He urged the Assembly 
to approve the new publication. W. Har- 
vell Jackson, Citronelle, Ala., said he was 
stor of a small church and he doubted 
if ten per cent of his membership is new 
taking any church publication at all. 

Asked if the publication 
would eliminate other official church pub- 
lications like Presbyterian Action, Pres- 
ywierian Men and others, Dr. Frist said, 
No, but that in time it might. 

One commissioner suggested that if 
hurch union is anticipated then any fur- 
ther action in establishing a new pub- 
ication would be ill-advised at this time. 

Dr. Kissling pointed out that the com- 
mittee on the joint hymnal has wrestled 
‘or months over such items as publishing 
osts as he indicated that the proposed 
lan of costs and anticipated deficit might 
leserve more careful study. 


proposed 


Finally the committee adopted a mo- 
tion which had been proposed by Law- 
rence I. Stell, of Charlotte, N. C.. and 
med a special committee to hear the 
wint of view of the church’s agencies and 
thers who might want to discuss the 
i interim committee's plan and report 
ack to the Assembly. To this commit- 
tee he named: D. P. MecGeachy, Jr., 
Clearwater, Fla.; Dr. Stell; R. W. Kirk- 
trick, Richmond, Va.; Carter Paden, 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn.:; and D. D. 
Fox, Dallas, Texas. 


Montreat College 


Robert Excell Fry, Hollywood, Fla., 
presented the ad interim report on Mon- 
treat College (OvUrLooK, Apr. 27. May 
25). The report called for: (1) Con- 
tinuation of the Montreat preparatory 
school without change; (2) A General 
College (freshman-sophomore) to be con- 
tinued on a co-educational “with 
fully accredited academic courses”; (3) 
\ Special College (also co-educational ) 
tu meet “special needs of the church and 
it the region in which Montreat is lo- 
ated”; (4) A $50,000 Assembly appro- 
riation for 1954; (5) Appointment of 
the college trustees by the trustees of the 
Mountain Retreat Association instead of 
v the Montreat Board of Directors. 

Initial questioning in regard to the 
report brought out what the committee 
meant by “fully accredited academic 
ourses” in (2) above. Dr. Fry said the 
ommittee did not mean accreditation by 
the usual accrediting agencies such as the 
Southern Association of Schools and Col- 
leges but rather that students taking the 
freshman and sophomore courses will 
have no trouble in being admitted to 
practically any other college for their ad- 
vanced work. 

Later on, President Rhodes of South- 
western at Memphis inquired if work 
leading to the B. S. degree in the pro- 
posed Special College would be accredited 
by the Southern Association. Dr. Fry 
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replied that it was anticipated that only 
the work in music would secure official 
accreditation. 

Walter W. White, South Charleston, 
W. Va., pointed out that since Montreat 
College is not additional 
buildings and financial campaigns might 
President McGregor said 
that some present buildings at Montreat 
could be adapted when needed and that 
it was planned to move into this new field 
very slowly. Dr. White wondered how 
long it would be before a church-wide 
campaign would be required for the col- 
lege because of a large-scale program 
which might be adopted by the 93rd) As- 
sembly. 

Asked if the junior college is now ac- 
credited, Dr. McGregor says it lacks ac- 
creditation of a few hours before it meets 
the minimum requirement and that it 
also lacks money to pay the required sal- 
aries and to meet other standards. He 
said, in regard to the co-ed feature, that 
he did not anticipate a great influx of 
men students since it was his feeling that 
the only men who could be interested 
would probably be those desiring to go 
into church work. He said he thought 
it would be “vears” before any additional 
space for men would be needed. 

Inquiry was made as to the possibility 
of having Montreat included in the cur- 
rent $50,000 study being made possible 
in North Carolina grant 
from the Ford Foundation. It was point- 
ed out that Montreat is in) Appalachia 
Synod and could not be included in that 
study. 


now co-ed, 


he needed. 


because of a 


“Fully Accepted” 

Finally, No. 2 with reference to the 
general (junior) college was approved 
with “fully accredited” amended to read 
“fully accepted” academic courses. 

Considerably more involvement was 
encountered when the Assembly began 
to discuss the possibilities of the Special 
College as proposed. John B. Spragens, 
Little Rock, inquired as to the “special 
of the church as a whole that are 
not now being met by existing institu- 
tions. 

Dr. Fry said the institutions are not 
supplying anything like the number of 
Directors of Religious Education, church 
secretaries and other such workers that 
are needed. The Assembly's Training 
School, he said, is largely a post-grad- 
uate institution. 

When Jack W. Fwart, Radford, Va.. 
asked President DuBose of ATS to give 
his opinion of the situation, Dr. Me- 
Geachy offered a substitute motion which 
was adopted calling for reference of (3) 
and (4) to a special committee that could 
hear Dr. DuBose, representatives of the 
Board of Education and others on this 
subject instead of putting them in the 
position of seeming to oppose the report 
before the Assembly. 

Thomas W. Currie, 


needs” 


Dallas, asked if 


the committee would also hear about plans 
that are underway for establishment ot 
a lay school in Austin, Texas, and he was 
assured it would. 

The consideration of the Special Col- 
lege and the $50,000 Assembly appro- 
priation were referred to the standing 
committee on Educational Institutions 
with William B. Ward, Spartanburg, 5. 
C., chairman, 

No. 5, making the slight change in 
appointing the college trustees was ap- 
proved, 


Retiring Elders and Deacons 


The Assembly approved, without op- 
position, the ad interim report providing 
for the retirement of ruling elders, (Our- 
Look, May 4). It went a step further 
and provided also that deacons can be so 
retired, also with their consent. 

Asked if such officers would be counted 
in the annual statistical reports, Stated 
Clerk E. C. Scott replied that they would 
not but would rather be like those who 
are retired under the limited term 
tary) plan. 


(ro- 


Chapel Hill Case 


Phe case of Orange Presbytery and the 
Chapel Hill church was brought before 
the Assembly in the form of a complaint 
by representatives of the presbytery and 
synod against the action of the synod’s 
commission which overruled the presby- 
tery. Those signing the complaint were: 
T. Henry Patterson, Z. TV. Piephoft, Paul 
D. Hastings, Carl W. McMurray, John 
T. Ensign, W. R. Smith, Jr., Howard F. 
Newman and Wm. C. Bennett. 

The complaint charged that the sy- 
nod’s commission denied the presbytery 
the right to dissolve a pastoral relation- 
ship “where the interests of religion im- 
peratively demand it” and insisted that 
the pastoral relationship should not be 
dissolved without instituting process. 

The complainants also said the synod’s 
commission was inconsistent in saying 
that the case should follow “due process 
and a trial as soon as possible, and if 
either party.” In) such 
cases, according to the complaints, a trial 
would net be optional but mandatory. 
Respondents fer the svned said that by 


sO desired Iv 


‘either party’ they meant Mr. Jones or 
the Chapel Hill church. 

Appointed by synod’s Moderator, Al- 
bert B. MeClure. to be the respondents, 
were members of the svnod’s commission : 
Harry M. Moffett, S. H. Fulton, Price 
H. Gwynn, Philip F. Howerton and R. 
ID. McMillan, Jr. 

When the Assembly's standing com- 
mittee on judicial found the 
complaint to be in proper form the Mod- 
erator appointed that same committee to 
he the commission to hear the complaint, 
eliminating the North Carolina members 
on it in view of their ineligibility to serve. 


business 
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Orange Presbytery Has Chapel Hill Case Returned | 
, “\ 
I 
Strong Hint of Possible Compromise, Avoiding Necessity of Trial, Is Made by Synod Commission cou 
" : , ee ; . prone adn 
Either a trial] or a compromise may was made at that time in case individ- Synod’s commission found fault with the 
result from the decision of North Caro- uals wished to file a complaint which — the way in which the presbytery’s actions Ser 
lina’s judicial commission which has would go to the Assembly, though none had been taken. Price H. Gwynn, dean the 
completed its study of the Chapel Hill was indicated at the Raleigh meeting. of Flora Macdonald College and chair- an 
case (OvTLOOK, May 25 and earlier). Irregularities were seen in the action man of the commission of synod, said, in poi 
The commission, which had been ap- of the Orange commission and the com- introducing the report, that “the use of cip 
pointed two wecks earlier, reported to the mission of synod ordered that, if neces- confidential evidence, where the reputi- on 
synod on the ‘Tuesday before the open- sary, a formal trial should be instituted tion and professional standing of a min- out 
ing of the General Assembly on Thurs- in regard to the officers and former min- ister is at stake. did not seem to your f 
day. It was believed that the report ister of the Chapel Hill church. commission to be in keeping with the 
earn ; ; spirit of our (church's) constitution.” 
. . a . . . 
- ' - The commission chairman spoke of 
Presbyterian, U. S. Five - Year Record th commission chairman ‘spo 
’ secret evidence” offered against the pas- C 
tor, Charles M. Jones, which he was not 
1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 allowed to hear or answer. 
Sy nods 17 17 17 = . ps L 
Presbyteries x7 KB 85 85 a Trial Not Mandatory 
Ministers 2.694 2.717 2,795 2,851 2,957 : > 
Churches +602 4,647 3,665 3.706 | 3,734 In answer to a question trom the floor, 
Licentiates 2 5 27 9 ‘ . : * 4 
Candidates m m.. 907 oan con Dr. Gwynn said no hearing or trial ; 
Licensures 2 35 82 64 110 would be necessary if both side (the OK 
Ordinations 65 57 118 104 152 } ° ° . 
Pastoral installations 366 378 397 424 437 church and the presbytery) adjusted their in 
Pastoral dissolutions 419 2R3 284 325 303 { . "7 Te 3 : ‘ 1 > , . 
(netien anmmateed 53 65 5 $2 = diffe rences. If there is no agreement, he Ch 
Churches dissolved ~~~ 15 18 31 19 33 said, “a trial would be mandatory. ter 
Churches received from other denominations 1 1 | 1 | 3 rn ° P ae . Ps 
Churches dismissed to other denominations 1 2 1 | AP ion The four points in the commission's of 
Ministers received from other denominations 30 34 38 42 84 a . a c ‘ .. 
Ministers dismissed to other denominations 18 21 22 23 =| 22 brief report are as follows: Ge 
Ministers deposed or divested of office 4 1 5 & 9 . ‘ Da 
Ministers deceased 44 46 52 52 | 51 1. That the new hearing be held im- 
Ruling Elders 22.174 ape 24,064 25,008 | 25,909 mediately and in accordance with para- 
Deacons 26,686 ,992 28,972 30,158 41,237 ad >¢ " ‘ > a 7 < = 
Added on profession of faith 19,293 24,657 29,219 19,556 27.416 graph 189 of the Book of Church Order. the 
\dded on reaffirmation ee bee 6.910 7,062 7.821 2. Dissolution of the pastoral relation- cus 
Added on certificate 40.448 44,420 40,560 38,448 42,682 ship should be continued until the issue Jes 
Total communicants 653,594 675.489 702,155 718.791 744,901 is settled de 
Total membership (Ministers and ~ . . P P A 
Communicants ) 656,288 678.206 704,950 721,642 | 747.856 3. The present direct oversight of the 4 
Adults baptized 12.334 14,703 16,710 12,124 15,559 church by the presbytery should continue ke 
Infants baptized 11,916 14,736 16,904 13,995 17,565 Fy ; ae . > on . . 
Total Sunday school enrollment 491.552 522.112 548.847 563.328 | 597.271 until the hearing is concluded or as long ga 
Outposts or chapels 627 587 548 as the presbytery may deem it necessary see 
short of that time. 
4. That the minister (Mr. Jones) and 
CONTRIBUTIONS . : ‘4 ; 
SESS Sees the Chapel Hill church “be given the the 
opportunity by the Presbytery of Orange an 
1949 1950 1951 | 1952 | 1953 of due process and trial as soon as pos- <u; 
| sible, if so desired by either party, in din 
World Missions, Regular $ 4$ 1,229,712 $ 1,300,507/$ 1,480,267|$ 1,980,691 accordance with paragraph 189 of the 
Specials, & Program of Progress 33,203, *766.272 443.190 £655,900} = $172,817 kk of Chure “der.” 
Assembly’s Home Missions, Regular 501,698 501,698 oe | ; Book of Church Order. G 
Program of Progress 185,810 159,610 a | . . : —" ° x¢ 
Church Extension, Regular__- 659,089) 741,934) 791,391 The synod admitted its COMMISSION s of 
Specials & Program of Progress ieee me 139,376 403.163 111,051 —— ¢ . <« The actions were - 
Christian Education and Ministerial ‘ report to Its record . Then questions were wi 
Relief, Regular -_-__. SHR.842 366,346 -| put to the chairman in an effort to clarify ag 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 5.367 1,526 } -| ~ ° ‘ ° . “ 
Program of Progress 90,951 95.959 : oa “> the situation, with Dr. Gwynn comment- él 
Annuities and Relief, Regular 426.945) 478.814 485,704 ai , . — > j > > 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 8691 aad ass = ing guarded|y as he sought to interpret he 
Religious Education Assembly, Regular 149,654 149,654 the judgment of the group he represented. to 
Program of Progress 79,695 82,101 oe | ae a “= pe , ws and: 

Christian Education, Assembly “_--| 212,467| 235.852| 344.268 Asked whether a trial was mandaton sty 
Program of Progress ae 69,865} 101,323} 54,380 = j iew of » ission’s findings. he | 
ecm Sekai tebel wines octet po ee the commission's findings, he th 
American Bible Society 25.711 +-57,245 31,245) 34,574] 18,106 said: ne 
Stillman College ae **140,446 ] 
Other Assembly Benevolences 511,051 450,290 $03,822 247,760} 208,553 “This was a verv difficult experience. e 
Religious Education, Synod & Pby. 184.515 209,090 , sia ai, This wa: = n - 1 } . _ hadn’t ae 
Christian Education, Synod & Pby 266,822 304.232/ 420.042 ... The committee felt the pas or haan or 

Educational Institutions 1,125,973; 1,030,358 1,045,609) 1,732,724] 1,781,008 had a ftair and open hearing, and we 
Homes 7 816,687 864,377 953,272] 1,035,038 wanted to give him that opportunity 
Local Home Missions 2,072,111) 2,219,985 2,256,707) 2,666,577) 2.758.506 poses sa gets oe tn 
Other Synod and Pby. Benevolences 330,954 569,293 548.272| "567.520 553,083 We have instituted the processes of on 
Miscellaneous Benevolences 604,710 636,109 773,084 55} 993.042 trial so if both parties wanted to go 
Pastors’ — By oy 6,061,020 6,628,953 358) 7,896,918 through with it either could, but if there se 
Current Expenses 0,742,417) 12,283,189) 13,252,124 552) 16,934,073 aac ‘ De eae : : ni ’ : 
Ruilding Expenses £.851.179 10,316,422) 11.121.597 7| 14,402,624 Were some arrangement it wouldn't be pr 
} necessary to go all the way through. ca 
Totals $34,407,514 $38,088,733 $40,421,757/$47.739,087| $51,183,226 ‘ 
to 
Per Cupita: For Benevolences 14.08 13.96 13.41 16.25 16.05 Commission Hopes for 
For Current Expenses 38.61 42.43 44.15 50.16 52.68 , © 
; Compromise 
Per Capita Totals $ 52.64 $ 56.39 $ 57.56 $ 66.41)$ 68.73 . . : : } 
At another point Dr. Gwynn indicated 
he believed the hope for compromise was ch 
These figures are not in every case the same as appear in the preceding tables. but are partly derived ss ‘ - ° P 
from the reports of the Boards. The figures represent gifts from living donors only. very strong in the minds of the commis- it 
*Contribution of $116,040 Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, is included. <io sa 
**Contribution of $75,000 Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, is included. o. — ; . : 
+Contribution of $75,000 Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, is included. Asked whether the commission’s action bt 
+Contribution of $26,000, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, is included. “ . mee. “ef +i, ; 
tContribution of $155,530, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church. in included. means “a trial can be avoided if. th S« 
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parties can get together,” Dr. Gwynn said, 
“We very much hope so.” 

He stated as his opinion that “in the 
course of the hearing . . . we discovered 
udmitted irregularities in the conduct of 
the Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church. 
Serious questions were raised regarding 
the doctrinal beliefs of its pastor. We 
found that from every practical view- 
point, although technically denied, dis- 
cipline had been administered by the 
commisssion of Orange Presbytery with- 
out following the provisions of the Book 
of Discipline. 

“The use of ‘confidential evidence,’ 


he continued, “where the reputation and 
professional standing of a minister is 
at stake, did not seem to vour commission 
to be in keeping with the spirit of our 
constitution. 

“We found no implication in paragraph 
76 of the Book of Church Order, on 
Which the commission (of presbytery ) 
based its action, that a minister who re- 
jects the request of a commission to re- 
sign his pastorate because the ‘interests 
of religion imperatively demand it,’ is 
thereby denied the right of due process 
and a trial under the law of our church.” 
(Editorial page 8.) 


Dallas Minster Describes 


How to Preserve’ a Church 


An issue raised by the so-called ‘“As- 
sociation for the Preservation and Con- 
tinuation of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church” and others opposed to Presby- 
terian reunion is discussed in the columns 
of the Christian Observer by Joseph M. 
Gettys, a minister of the First church, 
Dallas, Texas. 

Dr. Gettys asks, “How do we preserve 
the church?” Much of the present dis- 
cussion, he says, misses the mark in un- 
derstanding how to preserve the church. 
A “splendid isolation,” he says, would 
keep the denomination or local congre- 
gation intact but it would also sow the 
seeds of ultimate destruction. 

Because of his own desire “to preserve 
the highest and best in Presbyterianism” 
and in his own denomination, Dr. Gettys 
suggests ways which in the long run will 
do this, as follows: 

(1) By following the cutting edge of 
God’s truth wherever it leads. Charges 
of medernism or heresy or reactionism 
will not accomplish the purpose. Prop- 
aganda, he says, may win a vote or an 
election, but ‘it will not win battles of the 
lord. He also cautions people to be slow 
to charge that one group seeks to de- 
stroy the authority of the Bible whil 
the other group seeks to establish it. He 
points to the scribes and Pharisees of 
Jesus’ day who considered themselves 
orthodox. 

(2) By discovering and following the 
truth of God as nearly as we can. In no 
sense can more than fragments be pre- 
served through misunderstanding, unfair 
presentations and false judgments. He 
calls for people to be well-informed and 
to seek to understand opposing sides. 

Dead Things vs. Living 

(3) By cultivating the means of the 
church’s growth instead of trying to force 
it into our own mold. Dead things. he 
savs, may be preserved as museum pieces 
but what is alive must be shared. ‘The 
Son of God, he says, counted his equality 
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with God a thing not to be held on to, 
but humbled to take human form and 
to suffer the death of the cross, but out 
of that death came life. 

(4) By deepening and enlarging our 
convictions, not narrowing them. The 
basic Christian doctrines, he says, have 
not become the monopoly of one group. 
All who hold them, he insists, must share 
their vitality and transforming power. 
“We may win a temporary battle by in- 
sisting that our definition contains all 
of truth,” he says, ‘but we shall let that 
truth die unless we grant to each new 
generation permission to explore it fur- 
ther.” 

(5) By keeping it in its larger his- 
torical perspective. not by limiting it to 
our own time or place. ‘The church of 
15th century Europe should not have 


been preserved as it was for all time, vet 
most of those who were in it thought it 
should. “We are in the debt of John 
Calvin and the Westminster divines be- 
cause they thought and acted creatively 
to bring the message of the Bible to 
their day. Any change will meet 
with resistance in the name of a glorious 
tradition, but the church which lives is 
the church which dares to modify the 
recent past in order to fulfill its ministry 
in the present.” 


“Preservation” Is Not Basic 


(6) By keeping it marching under the 
banner of Christ to perform its redemp- 
tive mission in the world. The church 
is not an end in itself and its primary 
purpose can never be to preserve itself. 
It must lose its life in order to gain it. 
Our evangelistic task far supercedes the 
task of preserving any single organiza- 
tion. We are expendable in God’s King- 
dom but the mission of the church is 
not. The church has only one major fight, 
and that is against the forces of evil in 
the world. Let those who understand the 
importance of this warfare keep its ban- 
ner flving before all church courts and 
debates. 

In his concluding appeal, Dr. Gettys 
urges that differences be expressed in 
Christian love and with mutual respect 
and understanding, but in seeking to 
preserve the church, he says. “let us lift 
our eyes anew to him who is its Head, 
who taught it to live by its greater truths, 
not by its lesser loyalties. Misunderstand 
other men if vou will, but dare always 
to stand with him who blazed the trail 
of a new revelation and invited his fol- 
lowers to march with him to overcome 
the world.” 
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That Men May Be Free 


By HERMANN N. MORSE 


Where shall we look. if not to the church, for clearsighted vision and coura- 
geous leadership on behalf of a truly Christian nation and a Christian world ? 
One remembers gratefully those who have ventured everything, even life itself, 
that men might be free to bring to fruition their noblest dreams. 
their contribution to human well-being and what have you left that really mat- 


Have we no battles to fight that men may be truly 


the high priests of reaction look upon prophecy with a jaundiced eve and when 
anyone who lifts up his voice in the cause of men’s highest aspirations incurs 
the danger, almost the certainty, of irresponsible attacks by those who lack 
either the insight to distinguish truth or the moral integrity to desire to do so. 
We may say to them as Stephen to his accusers: 
vou. Which of the prophets did not vour fathers persecute ? 

As long as there are evils in the world, the church must cry against them 
Truth is a jealous master and the church must ever be 
As the apostles replied to those who would have silenced 
“We must obev God rather than men.”—From the sermon of the re- 
tiring Moderator of the Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly. 


Wipe out 


One recognizes that this is a day when 


“As vour fathers did, so do 
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A Wise Decision 


Phere must certainly be a great feel- 
ing of gratitude and satisfaction across 
our church as the news has spread con- 
cerning the action of the commission ot 
the Synod of North Carolina in’ the 
Chapel Hill case. 

Perhaps even more than the demand 
that “duc proc ess” be followed and a trial 
he held. if necessary, in connection with 
charges which might be made against the 
Chapel Hill officers and minister, is the 
hopetul note sounded by the commission 
emphasizing the importance of adjusting 
the differences without any sacrifice of 
principle und endeavoring to conserve 
every possible value in this strategic sit 
uation. 

For «a while during the winter the 
movement seemed to be in that direction. 
The commission of presbytery specified 
certain irregularities and asked that the 
officers engage in a course of training 
after conforming to regular procedures 
of ordination and installation. The of- 
ficers replied favorably and it seemed 
that a good adjustment might be made 


8 


in due time. Then, when the relations 
of both minister and officers were sev- 
ered by the commission many people were 
surprised for they had felt that there 
was good hope that the situation could 
he satisfactorily remedied and any ir- 
regularities or unusual procedures could 
be aligned with Presbyterian polity. 

Synod’s commission chairman, Dr. 
Gwynn, when questioned in the Raleigh 
meeting to which he reported the de- 
cision, indicated that the commission 
earnestly hoped that a compromise might 
he effected and that the necessity of a 
trial avoided. 

An emphasis like this is wholesome. 
It appears to be seeking to salvage every 
value and achievement of the Chapel Hill 
church, every officer and member, and a 
minister, instead of encouraging a more 
radical approach which could end only 
in a wrecked church, a situation which 
many would interpret as persecution for 
i minister and his officers, and a stum- 
bling block to the advance of Presby- 
terianism in university centers for vears 
to come. 

Therefore, the commission is due all 
praise. It has held up a hand and point- 
ed to the basic guarantees which our 
Book of Church Order affords individ- 
uals and congregations, and, equally im- 
portant, it has encouraged a presbytery 
to seek to work out a fair and honorable 
situation based upon mutual understand- 
ing and agreement. 

Phis, we are contident, no individuals 
or groups will be more eager to do than 
will Orange Presbytery. 


Man’s Place 


Lexington Presbytery recently adopted 
in interesting resolution which men 
and women, particularly—will read with 
unusual] interest. Here it. is: 

“Resolved, that the presbytery adopt 
as one of its major goals the recapturing 
of a man’s place in the influence and 
leadership in the missionary enterprise 
of our church. 
biggest task, strategy and 
statesmanship usually recognized as mas- 


Missions is the church’s 
requiring 


culine endowments; vet in many congre- 
vations the men have lost their initiative 
in this field and are less informed than 
their wives and daughters on the world 
implications of the Christian movement. 
lo remedy this embarrasing situation. 
there could be the promotion among men 
of the study, at least. of those textbooks 
that are recommended by the Board each 
year during the season of missionary em- 
phasis.” 

Well, we needn't get into an argument 
about what are masculine or feminine 
endowments or who ought to lead what. 
but we should be able to agree that most 
men and far too many women in the 
church know very little about this far- 
reaching program of our church. In 


fact, they know far too little about almost 
any program of the church. 

This situation is one that affords a 
constant challenge to us and many others 
in addition to posing a real puzzler like 
the proverbial chicken or the egg. Do 
men get interested in missions (or some- 
thing else) by reading about it or do they 
read about it because they are interested ¢ 
The answer to that question is not unim- 
portant. 


GUEST EDITORS 





A Citizen to Be Missed 


Dr. Oliver C. Carmichael’s resignation 
as president of the Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of ‘Teaching, to be- 
come president of the University of Ala- 
bama next fall, means that New York 
will be losing a highly useful citizen. The 
loss to the Foundation, which he has led 
since 1946 through numerous studies and 
tivities contributing to educational ad- 
vance, is evident. But bevond that Dr. 
Carmichael has been a constructive and 
energetic force in many community af- 
fairs. He was a leading figure in the 
Owen D. Young commission that studied 
the need for establishing a state univer- 
sity in New York, and since 1948 has 
heen chairman of the board of trustees 
of the university. He will be leaving 
that post as well. 

A native son of Alabama and for some 
vears a college and university president 
in| Alabama and Tennessee, Dr. Car- 
michael will be returning to the task of 
strengthening still further the school and 
university resources of the South, a move- 
ment that through recent vears has made 
much excellent progress. The Carnegie 
Foundation has had no small part in 
We shall 


miss his inspiring leadership here, but 


helping achieve that progress. 


are grateful for having had him on loan 
from the South for a few vears.—THt 
New York Tines. 


Controversy 


Controversy is now a naughty thing, 
a disqualifving thing. . To disagree 
with anybody or anything is to run the 
risk of taking oneself out of the money. 
All this in a country that was born of 
controversy—a country that wrote con- 
troversy into its constitution, that set up 
its legislative bodies on the theory of con- 
troversy, that established its free press in 
the belief that controversy is vital to in- 
formation, and that created a system of 
justice of which controversy is the heart 


and soul.—THE New YorKER. 
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Vo. 1 in a series on Foreordination and Freedom 


CLEARING THE GROUND 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





EADERS who have any hope of see- 
R ine the problem of predestination 
settled in one article, or in a series of 
irticles, may just lay the paper down 
ind read something else. ‘The problem 
is as debatable now as it has always been. 
No new arguments have been thought of 
ior thousands of vears. The curious 
reader May consult a volume entitled 
Voira (Harvard University Press) and 
learn from it not only that the ancient 
Greeks were just as distraught over the 
roblem as Christians have ever been, but 
that most of the ideas brought out in 
theological arguments had already oc- 
urred to the Greeks. Some years ago 
the present writer set forth his own rea- 
sons for believing the problem essentially 
nsoluble. (See Union Seminary Review, 
October, 1934). 

The only excuse for this series of ar- 
ticles 1s that every once in a while some- 
ne asks for it. It may be worthwhile 
to look into the question, to try to think 
learly even if we cannot think conclu- 
sively; to see what the problem is and 
involves. to look at it in its main outlines 
ind if possible to arrive at some reason- 
ible attitude toward it. We shall suppose 
that the reader, like the writer, is a Pres- 
hyvterial If he is not, he is invited 
to join us for the length of time it takes 
to read this, anvhow, as the discussion 
will move within the general framework 
ft Presbyterian beliefs. 


IRS’ oof all, Jet us clear the ground 

alittle. Let us begin with some def- 
initions. When people ask about. pre- 
lestination they usually are emploving 
the wrong word. They mean foreordina- 
tion. As we use the words in our Stand- 
rds. following the usage in our English 
Bible, the word foreordination is much 
the broader word. To foreordain, in the 
language of L. Berkhof, means “‘to render 
the futurition of an event certain”—that 
s, to make it certain that a given event, 
now future. will finally be an actual event 
nthe (then) present. 

To foreordain means more than to 
foreknow. which is simply to know in 
wlvance. for certain, that something will 
happen. The foreordination of God may 
refer to any kind of fact or event. If 
God foreordains the number of letters 
n this page, the moment of your death, 
the taste of vour next meal, the fall of a 
sparrow, the damnation of a lost soul or 
the glory of a saved one, then God has 
rendered each event certain; it is by his 
will that there are so many letters here, 
that vour hash will have a certain taste, 
that the sinner enters hell. 

Predestination, however (along with 
the verb predestine or predestinate), as 
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used in our English Bible and in our 
Standards, refers always and only (a) 
to persons, never to things, and (b) to 
persons who are to be saved. In the 
Bible it is not possible to find the word 
“predestine” in connection with any evil 
destiny, but only with good. It is al- 
ways the saints who are predestined, not 
the sinners. 

In short, predestination, — strictly 
speaking, is that part of foreordination 
which applies to the life and destiny 
of those who are to be saved. 


E MIGHT PAUSE to observe that 

this distinction is more or less 
needless after all. For if vou believe in 
predestination, te. if vou believe that 
those who are saved, are saved by God's 
intention and because of God’s inten- 
tion and not against it or by somebody 
else’s intention or as it were by accident 
if you believe in predestination, you are 
bound to believe in foreordination too. 

Why, let us say, is a certain traveling 
student named Augustine saved? Because 
(humanly speaking) he met a Bishop 
Ambrose in Milan. How came it that 
he met that bishop? Because he lived 
long enough to meet him, in spite of many 
possibilities to the contrary. If either 
of them had eaten poison—no unlikely 
event in the 4th-century Africa or Italy 

or if his boat to Rome had sunk—-if 
any one of a thousand Ifs had become a 
fact. he never would have met the man 
whose influence was the human element 
in winning him to Christ. If God _ in- 
tended and made certain the conversion 
of Augustine, he must have intended and 
made certain that the boat would not 
sink and that Augustine would never get 
ptomaine poisoning—and when vou think 
that out, it takes vou into events in the 
plant and animal] world, into the inor- 
ganic world of winds and waves and ro- 
tation of the earth. 

So, while predestination and_ foreor- 
dination are technically words of differ- 
ent meanings, it can be said that prac- 
tically, if you start with a belief in the 
foreordination of all things, you have 
already included predestination: and_ if 
vou believe in predestination, you are log- 
ically driven to the wider belief in’ fore- 
ordination as well. 

Let us also see what the argument is 
about. We have to leave the atheist and 
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agnostic out of it, because they don't 
have the problem. You can’t discuss the 
relation between God and his creatures if 
you don't believe there is a God. The ar- 
gument, therefore, is among believers in 
God. It would be very hard to find a 
serious Christian who denies foreordina- 
tion absolutely. To deny it altogether 
would be the same thing as affirming that 
God intends nothing, has no purposes, or 
if he has one never carries it through to 
a certain conclusion; renders nothing 
certain, but lives and works in a fog of 
uncertainty, as we human beings do. If 
vou can believe that of God, vou might 
as well not believe in God at all. 

So the argument seldom if ever is: 
Does God foreordain anvthing? The 
question under debate, century after cen- 
tury, is: Does God foreordain every- 
thing? How wide is the scope of his 
effective will?) Does he foreordain every- 
thing or only some things? Does he fore- 
ordain the big things and not the little 
ones, the good events and not the bad 
ones, or does he foreordain great and 
small, good and evil ? 

HE REALLY question 

emerges when we trv to think of 
human wills and of God's will at the 
sume time. ‘There is no argument on 
the question: Can a man do what he 
wills, what he chooses? Everybody says, 
Yes. 

The real question ts much deeper: 
Can a man choose otherwise than as 
he does choose? 

Granted, I could have done differently 
if IT had wished; the question remains, 
Could IT have wished otherwise? — Are 
human volitions, acts of will and choice, 
among the events which God renders cer- 
tain in advance, or are they exceptions 
to the vast sway of God’s mighty plans ? 
Are we forced either to abandon the be- 
lief that men are at all free, or to believe 
that at some points in the universe any 
of God's creatures can ever defy the will 
oft their Creator ? 


serious 
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USA Vote on Union: Unanimous 


Not a single commissioner in the Pres- 
byterian, USA, General Assembly raised 
his voice in opposition to the proposed 
three-way union of U.S.. USA and 
United Presbyterians in the recent Min- 
neapolis meeting. 


Therefore, without dissent, the pro- 
posed schedule calling for a vear of study 
and amendment of the plan with con- 
sideration docketed for the 1954 Assem- 
bly was approved. 

Moderator John A. Mackay said this 
action could prove to be ‘historic’ be- 
cause of the process it initiated. 


250th Anniversary in 1956 


The Assembly named a seven-man 
committee to plan for the 250th anniver- 
sary of the first presbytery in America, 
in 1956. ‘The first presbytery to be or- 
ganized was Philadelphia. 

Presbyterians, U. S., are to be asked to 
cooperate in the anniversary plan. A 
one-volume history of the Presbyterian 
Church in America is being discussed in 
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connection with the anniversary along 
with the production of film strips high- 
lighting Presbyterian history. 

Proposed changes in the Apostles 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer were re- 
jected by the Assembly. It was suggested 
that the word “catholic” in the creed be 
changed but the Assembly appeared to 
agree with C. Ralston Smith of Oklahoma 
City who said that to do so would aban- 
don the adjective to the Roman Catholic 
Church. It is better, he said, to educate 
the people to the meaning of the word 
“catholic.” 

The Assembly declined to change the 
Lord’s Prayer to read “sins” instead of 
“debts.” This, it was said, would not 
be justified “biblically, theologically, 1i- 
turgically or ecclesiastically.” It also 
refused to conform to Episcopal-Metho- 
dist-Lutheran and other practice by using 
“trespasses.”” 

The Assembly did look with favor on 
(the word used was “commend”) the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 
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When it was asked to “approve” the 
RSV, Stated Clerk Eugene C. Blake 
pointed out that the Assembly never ap- 
proved or disapproved of any version 
of the Scriptures. 


Record Seminary Enrollment 


An all-time high was reported in en- 
roliment in Presbyterian, USA, theologi- 
cal seminaries: 1,442, a 26 per cent in- 
crease since 1950. 

Retired Chief of Navy Chaplains S. 
W. Salisbury has been engaged by his 
church (the USA) to visit colleges and 
theological seminaries to give lectures on 
the armed forces chaplaincy as he seeks 
to interest voung men in offering them- 
selves for this service. ‘The denomina- 
tion now has 204 chaplains in service. 
Efforts are to be made to meet the critical 
shortage. 

A record-high gift of $864,181 was 
made by USA churches to the One Great 
Hour of Sharing this vear, with the ex- 
pectation that the total will eventually 
pass $1,000,000. 

A nationwide appeal will be made 
among Presbyterians to build a “monu- 
mental” National (USA) church in 
Washington, D. C., in the ‘‘near future.” 
This is the church attended by President 
and Mrs. Eisenhower and several mem- 
bers of his cabinet. 


Summons to the Church 

The Assembly will continue its “Call 
to Mission and to Unity” emphasis dur- 
ing 1954 as its churchwide theme. With 
a summons to each church member, the 
Assembly issued this call: 

“That each Presbyterian. renewing the 
commitment of his life to Jesus Christ, 
devote himself by word and deed to mak- 
ing Christ known to all men. 

“That each congregation minister as a 
transforming power in the community of 
which it is a part; and that the members 
of the congregation examine their com- 
mon life to see whether they are reach- 
ing out at every point and through every 
organization to make an impact upon the 
community, the nation and the world. 

“That the presbyteries and synods take 
steps to help each congregation achieve 
this aim: and that the whole church, 
through her presbyteries, synods, boards 
and agencies, seek a dynamic penetration 
of national and world life with the re- 
demptive power of God in Jesus Christ. 

“That each member of the church, ses- 
sions. presbyteries, synods, boards, agen- 
cies, seminaries and each church group 
unite in periodic and sustained prayer 
that the church may be aware of its pur- 
pose, that it may live not for its own life, 
but for Christ's mission in the world.” 


Pensions Show Increase 


Average pensions paid to USA min- 
isters increased 14 per cent during the 
past vear. now standing at $800. C. 
Ransom Comfort, Louisville, Ky., pre=i- 
dent of the board of pensions, told the 
Assembly that its fund is said to be the 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND— James 


Pitt Watson, professor of practical the- 
ology at ‘Trinity College. Glasgow. is the 
new Moderator of the Church of Scot- 
land. Dr. Watson is a leader in the 
ecumenical movement and represents his 
church on the” British Council — of 
Churches.—RNS Photo. 


largest of all American church retirement 
programs, with assets of $71,250,000 and 
nearly 10,000 active dues-paving mem- 
bers. 

Dr. Comfort said additional facilities 
are being provided retired ministers and 
their wives through the opening of a new 
home in Cooperstown, N. Y., a new hos- 
pital for the disabled and chronically il] 
in Indiana and arrangements for the care 
of the sick in other medical institutions 
in New York and Arizona. 

The pension board, he said, looks to- 
ward these advances: (1) Maturing of 
the service pension plan; (2) further de- 
velopment of insurance benefits: (3) ex- 
pression by the General Assembly on the 
will of the church concerning some in- 
crease in minimum pensions; (4) re- 
sponse to a strong appeal for gifts and 
bequests to add to endowment funds 


(To be continued) 
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NEW HELPS AVAILABLE 





National Committee for a Free Europe, 110 
W.. 57th St... NYC 19. 

The Red and the Black: The Church in 
the Communist State. 56e. 

National Couneil of Churches, 297 4th Ave., 
NVC 10, 

All That IT Have. $1.50 per 100. A pam- 
phiet which supposedly gives a phy- 
sician’s testimony on stewardship but 
the pamphlet does not make it clear 
except perhaps to those who have seen 
the movie from which it comes. 

Christian Foundations for Lasting Peace 
Five chapters dealing with world is- 
sues and discussing the 
resources. Originally prepared for 
church women's study groups, this is 


Christian's 


stimulating material for anybody. 60¢ 
Toward Lasting Veace. A companion 
piece to the previous listing, this book- 
let shows what concerned Christians 
in different vocations are seeking to 
do about domestic and world problems. 
Thé. 
Cooperative Recreation Service, Delaware, 
Ohio. (25¢ each): 
After Supper Pastimes (Kit 60) 
Golden Bridge (German Folk Recres- 
tion) 
Look Away (50 Nexro Folk songs) 
Work and Sing 
book) 
Open Road Song Book 
Sweet Freedom's Sonze (well-loved Amer- 


(international sony 


lean songs) 





$1.50 (cloth) 
$1 (gift binding, 


boxed, with mar- & 74 


riage certificate) © 


NOW IN THIRD PRINTING 
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Sampler (folk songs, rounds, etc.) 
The Pagoda (13 Chinese songs, 2nd edi- 
tion) 


Pattersons in Accident 


S. J. “Jap” Patterson, secretary of the 
Assembly's Men’s Work, was in a head- 
on collision on the highway near War- 
renton, N. C., just two days before the 
Assembly opened. 

He. with Mrs. 
Air, Va., 


from a 


Patterson and a Bon 
neighbor were en route home 
vacation and speaking trip to 
Florida when the automobile accident 
occurred. Dr. Patterson suffered a 
broken Jeg and ribs and the others re- 
ceived cuts and bruises. 

The Patterson car was said to be a 
tota] loss. 

They were to be in the Warren Gen- 
eral Hospital until they were able to 
return home. 
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e GRADUATION 
e WEDDING 
e ANNIVERSARY 


Read What These Reviewers Say: 


(A few of many high commendations ) 


e ‘Either brides-to-be or experienced 
wives, grooms or grey-haired husbands 
will get much from these pages. “Twelve 
brief topics are discussed, not without 
frequent chuckles, and that appealing 
feature adds to its effectiveness.”"— 
Christian Family Life Bulletin, Phila- 
delphia. 

e (This is) one of the very finest pub- 
lications to put into the hands of couples 
who are about to be married or who are 


already married. If 1 were serving a 
congregation, | would make use of this 
little booklet in connection with the 
marriages | performed. As a husband, | 
want to say to my fellow-husbands, 
‘Here’s a fine little brochure to give to 
your wife on your next wedding anni- 
versary. Give it to her... and then the 
two of you read it together. Money 
back if vou're not blessed in the read- 
ing. "—Lutheran Standard. 


Order one or a dozen for readily available gifts 


At your bookseller’s or 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS °¢ 


1 N. Sixth St. °¢ 


Richmond 19, Va. 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


Julius Caesar 


Rightly so, MGM _ has entitled this 
production “William Shakespeare's Julius 
Caesar.” We have had many motion 
pletures “based” on classic masterpieces, 
but this is Shakespeare all the ways 
through, rendered in the complete text 
of the original drama. Here are the 
wonderful, familiar and oft-quoted pas 
sages which have become, as it were, a 
part of the English language. 

It is 44 B.C... the per ot Rome's 
power Julius Caesar has proclaimed 
himself dictator of the republic in which 
several factions are struggling for place 
ind favor. Those who desire to keep 
to the ideals of republican freedom are 
becoming alarmed with the trend toward 
totalitarian despotism. Led by Brutus 
ind following the initiative of Cassius, 
these dissenters decided to assassinate 
Caesar, considering it their civic duty 
Mark Antony and Octavius take over au 
thority. This is followed by a period of 
bloody massacres, military encounters 
and the eventual self-imposed deaths of 
Cassius and Brutus—the latter posthu- 
mously recognized by Antony as ‘The 
noblest Roman of them all.” 

Phe play in motion-picture form gains 
in visual grandeur through the ability 
of the camera to follow action to such 
settings as Caesar's atrium, the home of 
Brutus, the tortuous streets of Rome, the 
vrandeur of spacious public places, the 
steps of majesti buildings, the tlelds ot 
battle 

\ wise choice was made in the use of 
black and white photography. The lav 
ishness of color might have detracted 
from the business at hand which is the 
enacting of a well-known drama with im- 
portant implications which are ageless 
and seem unfortunately very contem 
porary 

Phe acting meets the most rigorous de 
mands of the art. Architecture, cos 
tumes and customs are authentic. 

“William Shakespeare's Julius Cae 
sur” wil] undoubtedly be counted as one 
of the greatest films made to date. FOR: 
Adults, Young People. 


*Recommended by the Protestant Mo 
tion Picture Council. Also recommend- 


ed: FOR Adults, Young People: The 


Juggler, Call Me Madam, Man on a 


Pightrope, Pony Express, The War of 


Vo. 45 im a series on congregational singing 


How to Play Hymns 


By JAMES 


7. The Hymn Player Uses the 
Right Tempo 


The use of the correct tempo is prob- 
ably the most important single aspect of 
good hymn playing. A common criticism 
of a person’s hymn accompaniment is that 
‘he played too fast” or “she dragged the 
Tempe, 

John Wesley concludes one of his Rules 
for Congregational Singing with this 

tution: “and take care not to sing too 
slow. This) drawling way naturally 
steals on all who are lazy; and it is high 
time to drive it out from among us, and 
to sing all our tunes just as quick as 
we did at first.” Many of us pianists and 
organists are apt to err on the slow side. 

The best Wav to determine the correct 
tempo for singing a particular hymn is 
to approach the subject with prejudice 
toward neither fast. slow, or medium 
speed. Hymns have different paces and 
to play them all at a rapid or slow speed 
is unwise. 


Some Ways of Discovering 
Correct Tempi 


(a) Identify the mood of the text and 
tune. Some hymnals (THe Hynat, 
Presbyterian, USA, and Thre Hyena 
1940, Protestant Episcopal) wisely in- 
dicate this predominant feeling by plac- 
ing at the head of each hymn a phrase 


like one of these: *Majestically,” “In 
flowing style” “With joy.” “With quiet 
dignity,” “Slow, with serenity.” Such a 


feeling helps to define the tempo. 

(hb) Study the structure of the tune. 
Some tunes with flippant rhythmic pat- 
terns can be ennobled by a broader, more 
dignified treatment. Tunes with longer 
phrases, generally, should) move along 
more briskly than hymns with abbre- 
viated phrases; otherwise, people will be 
snatching breaths all along the line. 


the Worlds, The Last Posse. FOR Fam- 
ily: Destination Gobi, I Love Melvin 
The Girls of Pleasure Island. Penn 
Princess. 
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R. SYDNOR 


Broad dignified tunes like St. Anne. 
Ein’ Feste Burg, Dundee, and St. Peter, 
which change harmonies on almost ever) 
chord and which use the root position 
of many of these chords, require an un- 
hurried, more majestic tempo. We can 
safely feel a slight impulse on each ot 
these chords. 

On the other hand, tunes like St. Ger- 
trude and Aurelia change harmonies less 
frequently and can be carried along 
with more dispatch. In this second type 
of tune, a compelling forward stride will 
be given the rhythm if we feel an impulse 
on the first and third beats of each meas- 
ure, in which case the +/4 time becomes 
2 2 time (alla breve). See Truro and 
Duke Street. 

(c) Consider external factors such «as 
acoustics and age of singers. Contrast 
a festive morning service with a quiet 
evensong, a convention of vouth with a 
congregation of older Christians, a small 
prayer meeting with a vast assemblage, 
t compact chapel with a reverberating 
cathedral. These external factors con- 
dition our decision as to a proper pace 
but do not necessarily indicate a snail 
speed for the latter situations. 

(d) Observe the tempi at which othe) 
pianists and organists play similar hymns. 
We can learn from others, but we must 
not forget that we are all different in 
our emotional and musical makeup and 
thus that we can rarely agree as to the 
precise tempo for a particular tune. After 
a certain morning service two visiting 
organists commented on my playing of 
the Doxology. One thought it was too 
slow: the other deemed it a trifle fast! 

Below are the metronomic indications 
for a number of representative tunes as 
I would usually play them. There are 
dangers in presenting such tempi, vet I 
do not wish to be indefinite in treating 
this subject. 


( means Quarter-Note. 
H means Half-Note 


Austrian Hymn anche S456 
Creation ..._... H 600-72 
Fin’ Feste Burg () SO-SS 
Hymn to Joy —- H 60-00 
Italian Hymn () 108-116 
Lyons peice -_--Q 108-116 
Mastvn: =.=... __-H 48-52 
Nicaea Sede () 104-112 
Old Hundredth _.-Q 84-92 
(Quebec ~~ - winienicnnc IO-TG4 
St. Anne .... _....Q 69-76 
Ferra Beata — H 54-58 
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The Things Which Happened to Me 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 28. 1953 
Philippians 1:12-27a 


Most of the things which have hap- 
pened to me in recent years have been 
pleasant; some of them have been de- 
cidedly unpleasant. Some are experiences 
which I shall always look back upon 
with jov; others have left scars which 
only time can heal. 

The things which have happened to 
vou, I dare say. include both types of 
experience. In recent vears you have 
known joy and sorrow, sickness and 
health, success and failure. Some of 
your hopes have been realized; others, you 
have come to suspect, will never be real- 
ized in this life. You have made new 
friends, and some whom you have loved 
long since, you have lost for a while. 

These things which have happened to 
vou have affected vour disposition—you 
are more friendly than vou were ten years 
ago, or you are less friendly; you 
smile more frequently or vou smile less 
frequently. These things which have 
happened to you have affected not only 
your disposition, but also vour character, 
your influence, and vour relation to God. 
You are closer to God than vou were ten 
vears ago or you are farther away. 


The Things Which Happened 
to Me 

*The things which happened unto me,” 
Paul writes to his friends in Philippi, 
“ave fallen out rather unto the progress 
of the gospel’ and “shall turn out to my 
salvation” (Phil. 1:12,19). To appre- 
ciate this statement we need to remember 
some of the things which had happened 
unto Paul. He was a young man with 
a brilliant career before him. Then 
Jesus seized him on the road to Damascus 
and turned his life about. The things 
which he had counted gain he henceforth 
counted as loss. In 2nd Corinthians he 
tells us some of the things which he had 
~uffered for Christ. ‘They included hun- 
ver and thirst, shipwreck and scourging, 
prison and stripes, labor and travail, op- 
position and constant threat of death. 
Since that time. he had been mobbed in 
Jerusalem, imprisoned for three vears in 
Caesarea, shipwrecked again in the Med- 
iterranean, and now he is imprisoned in 
Rome—a_ battle-scarred warrior longing 
to rush into the battle. an eagle with 
clipped wings longing to soar into the 
heavens. During the last few vears he 
had experienced the loss of friends and 
the gloatings of his enemies. personal 
frustration and the collapse of his most 
cherished plans. He had heen brought 
face-to-face with failure and defeat. As 
he writes he is doubtful of the outcome 
of his trial, whether he shall be released 
or sentenced to a cruel death. 
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To the Progress of the Gospel 


And yet, under these circumstances, re- 
calling the disappointments of the past 
and facing an uncertain future, Paul 
writes: “The things which happened 
unto me have fallen out rather’—rather 
than what you might have expected, rather 
than what you would naturally anticipate 

“unto the progress of the gospel.” 

Paul does not say, “The things which 
happened unto me were good.” That 
was not true of Paul, and neither is it 
always true of us. War is not good, 
poverty is not good, and disease is not 
good. These and other things which 
happen to us are evils which some day, 
in the providence of God, we shall over- 
come. Neither does Paul say, ‘The things 
which happened to me happened for the 
best.” It would have been better no 
doubt if Paul had been free to preach 
the gospel in Rome without bonds. It 
would have been better. we are sure, if 
some things had turned out differently 
for us. Paul savs something very differ- 
ent from this, and yet something very 
significant. He says, “The things which 
happened unto me have fallen out unto 
the progress of the gospel.” He pro- 
ceeds to explain that this has taken place 
for two different reasons: first, because 
of their effect upon those outside the 
church, and second, because of their ef- 
fect upon those within the church. 

“The things which happened unto me 
have fallen out unto the progress of the 
gospel,” writes Paul “in that, or because 
that my bonds became manifest in Christ 
throughout the whole praetorian guard.” 
Paul was chained to a Roman soldier. 
The guard was changed at regular inter- 
vals. Paul took advantage of every op- 
portunity to tell about Jesus. As a re- 
sult the gospel began to spread through 
all the praetorian guard. It is generally 
assumed that this is all that is meant. 
Fettered to a Roman soldier, limited in 
his physica] contacts, Paul had made 
use of every opportunity to speak a good 
word for Jesus. 

The phrase however is more signifi- 
cant than this. ‘My bonds became man- 
ifest in Christ,” means, as Ellicott 
phrases it, that they were manifestly borne 
in fellowship with him and in his service. 
In other words, the cause of the gospel 
was helped not only by the apostle’s 
words, but even more by his example. It 
was not only his speech which communi- 
cated the gospel, but also his spirit. The 
bonds so gladly endured for Christ's sake 
became more eloquent than his words. 
Because men marked the Christian spirit 
in which Paul endured his imprisonment, 


they were brought nearer to the Savior 
for whom he so gladly suffered. “My 
bonds,” writes Paul, “hecame manifest 
in Christ.” 


But that was not all. ‘The things 
which happened unto me have fallen out 
unto the progress of the gospel,” Paul 
continues, so that or in “that most of the 
brethren in the Lord, being confident 
through my bonds, are more abundantly 
bold to speak the word of God without 
fear.” Or, as Moffatt translates the last 
phrase, “to venture on speaking’’-—in- 
dicating that it involved a risk. A few 
vears later the great Neronian persecu- 
tion began in Rome. No doubt danger 
signals were flying even now. ‘The cour- 
age of the apostle inspired the great ma- 
jority of the Christians to speak out on 
behalf of Christ. Not all were Paul's 
friends. Some—the Judaizers, no doubt 

were opposed to Paul's interpretation 
of the gospel. “What then?” asks Paul. 
“Only that in every way, whether in pre- 
tense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; 
and therein I rejoice, vea, and will re- 
joice.” 

The things which happened to Paul 
fell out to the progress of the gospel be- 
cause his spirit attracted men to Christ, 
because his example inspired men to wit- 
ness for Christ. The things which hap- 
pen to us also fall out to the progress of 
the gospel or to its detriment—in our 
homes and in our community. And in 
every case it depends on their effect on 
us, on whether we can say, “my bends, 
my misfortune, my wealth, my success 
has or has not become manifest in Christ.” 


Our attitude, our spirit, our example 
have made it easier for our children, our 
friends, men generally, to have faith in 
God, to speak a good word for Jesus, or 
they have made it more difficult. What- 
ever our experience has been, whatever 
it may be, it will turn out to the progress 
of the gospel if-—but only if—we can 
add with Paul: 


“This Shall Turn Out to 
My Salvation” 


Salvation is a process that begins here 
and is completed in the world which is 
to come. It is generally agreed that Paul 
uses the word here in its broadest sense. 
What has happened to me, he indicates, 
shall turn out to my spiritual welfare 
here and hereafter. 


The things which happen to us turn 
out to our spiritual welfare or to cur 
spiritual detriment. An old Eastern 
proverb says: “Every man has a date 
with adversity, and it is a date which 
adversity never fails to meet.” Into our 
lives there comes sickness, sorrow and 
death; heavy grief of one sort or another 
drives its plowshare deep into the human 
heart. The difference between men and 
women, as Hastings indicates is not the 
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measure of adversity which comes to 
them, but what they do with adversity 
when it appears. In every life, sooner or 
later, the rains descend, the winds blow, 
the flood comes, but for one man the 
house of life falls in ruins, for another 
it stands secure, and the difference lies 
not in the intensity of the storm, but in 
the power to withstand. 


Paul is confident that the things which 
have happened unto him wil] turn out to 
his own spiritual welfare. He is not 
speaking through bravado, fortitude, stoi- 
cal endurance, ignorance, or reliance 
upon self. He has learned, rather, through 
long experience that there are some meas- 
ures on which he can rely, which will 
cause things which would have crushed 
other men to turn to his spiritual gain. 

The first is their supplication in his 
behalf. These few Philippian friends far 
across the Mediterranean were sustaining 
Paul by their prayers. If Paul was help- 
ed by the pravers of his friends how much 
more are we, and how comforting it is 
to know that we in turn can uphold the 
souls of those whom we love by our 
pravers. 

Paul relied tm the second place on “the 
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ” 
the spiritual help, that is, which Jesus 
gave him in response to his own prayers. 
But Paul did not think there was any- 
thing unique in his own experience. “My 
God.” he writes a little later, “shall sup- 
ply every need of vours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” (4:19) 

Paul’s assurance depended finally on 
his determination always to magnify 
Christ, whether by life or by death. If 
he lived, he would) magnify Christ 
through his sufferings and through his 
labors on his behalf. If he were con- 
demned to die he would honor Christ 
by the spirit in which he met his fate. 
And this leads us to Paul’s ultimate 
secret—*The things which happened unto 
me have fallen out unto the progress of 
the gospel... .This shall turn out to my 
salvation 


“For to Me to Live Is Christ” 


The “to me” is emphatic. “Whatever 
it may be to others,” says Paul, “to me 
to live is Christ.” 

All men have some dominant motive 
or aim even though they are unconscious 
of what that motive is. Some men, if 
they were aware, would have to say, “To 
me to live is money.” Money is their 
goal and their circumference—the test 
of failure or success. Others would say 

‘To me to live is fame.” Apart from 
popularity their life is devitalized. 
Others would say, “To me to live is 
pleasure,” and for them life is measured 
by its thrills. Others, and they are far 
nobler souls, would say, “To me to live 
is duty.” But duty is a hard taskmaster, 
and if that is all one is likely in the end 
to break. 


)4 


Paul says, “To me to live is Christ.” 
For him life had no meaning apart from 
Christ. Christ was the goal and the 
inspiration of all that he said or did; 
and it was in Christ that he found his 
strength. 

Some may say, “But Paul was an 
apostle; his work was to spread the ges- 
pel of Christ.” That is true, but every- 
one must make his choice. It makes no 
difference whether you are a banker, 
a lawyer, a carpenter, a minister or a 
student—to you, to live is money, or 
fame, or power, or pleasure, or duty, or 
Christ. It depends on whether your su- 
preme desire is to do his will or your 
own will, 

Because Paul can say, *’To me to live 
is Christ,” he is able to add: 


“4nd to Die Is Gain” 

Many men if they spoke frankly would 
have to say something very different. 
“To die is mystery, to die is speculation, 
to die is life’s most desperate adventure, 
to die is life’s annihilation, to die is 
hell.” Some one of these must be the 
creed of those whose life is not centered 
in Christ. As Hastings has said, “If 
life be not Christ, then death is loss, 
but if life is Christ, then death is eain, 
hecause it brings salvation, rest, reward, 
companionship with the Master.” 

Can men still accept death as gain? 
At ten o'clock in the morning on Jan- 
uary 2, 1949 a DC-3 airliner rolled 
down the icy field at Seattle, Washington. 
In the plane were 27 students of Yale 
University who had chartered the plane 
to take them back to college from their 
West Coast homes. A few seconds after 
it had left the ground the airliner fal- 
tered, and its left wing dipped toward the 
earth. The plane struck the ground, 
skidded into a hangar, and exploded into 
flames. 

Among the fourteen who died in that 
crash was Ralph Laird of Camas, Wash- 
ington, a brilliant student. who would 
have graduated in June. The following 
Sunday an unusual service was held for 
him at St. Jehn’s Presbyterian Church 
in Camas. ‘There were no sprays or 
wreaths or masses of flowers. Instead 
bouquets in baskets and vases decorated 
various parts of the church. “There was 
neither casket or urn to call attention 
to the discarded body. Instead of the 
customary funeral service the minister 
led the congregation in the 23rd psalm 
and the Lord’s Prayer. As Mr. Laird 
described it later, it was “a cheerful fare- 
well gathering instead of a funera] serv- 
ice.” 

Then the pastor read a letter which 
he had received from Ralph Laird’s 
father: 

“Dear John: As you know, we. Ralph's 
mother and brother and I had taken 
Ralph to the airport to see him leave for 
school. We thought we would see him 
again in June when he was to graduate, 
and we said goodbye as we had done sev- 


eral times before when he was leaving for 
similar periods of a few months each. 

“This time however his and our plan 
tor him was overruled by a higher power, 
and Ralph was started on another jour 
ney than the one we expected him to take. 
He has gone to a region that seems more 
distant than New Haven, although it 
ma¥ not actually be so. He seems farther 
uWay because we are not able to com- 
municate with him, and because it will 
probably be a much longer time before 
we see him again than if he had continued 
on the short journey originally planned. 

“We do not think of Ralph any differ- 
ently because he has stepped out of his 
physical body. ... He is probably happier 
and freer than before, just as a person 
feels lighter and freer in the spring of 
the year when he can remove his heavy 
winter overcoat which has somewhat 
hampered his movements. 

“It is our idea that God has planned 
this physical, material world in which we 
wear physical bodies, in order that we may 
learn certain lessons we could not learn 
otherwise. . Apparently it was time 
for Ralph and his friends to finish the 
particular schooling they were receiving 
and to take up training in another man- 
ner. And who are we to say that it should 
not be? 

“Of course we shall miss him... . It 
will not always be easy, but still, what 
loving parent would try to keep his 
child from going on to the fuller and 
richer experiences that were opening up 
for him in this wonderful universe of 
ours, just because the parent will be lone- 
ly? We shall at least try to be glad for 
Ralph that he has been graduated into a 
newer and finer life and shall try not to 
hamper him by sorrow or mourning. He 
would be distressed if we were sad. 

“Because of this we like to think that 
Sunday's service will be a farewell gather- 
ing to which friends are invited. ... We 
Want them to wish our boy happiness and 
suecess in this new venture on which he 
is embarked. 

“We know that all is well in God’s world 
... and so we wish Ralph and his friends 
Godspeed and say, ‘May God watch be- 
tween me and thee while we are absent 
one from the other.’ Sincerely, D. R. 
Laird” (From Presbyterian Life) 


We do not know what the future holds 
for us or for those whom we love. There 
will be days, however, when the sun is 
shining bright, and there will be other 
days when the clouds are hanging very 
low. There will be joy and sorrow, sick- 
ness and health, elation and disappoint- 
ment, success and failure. Some of our 
hopes will be realized; others we shall 
come to understand will never be real- 
ized in this life. We shall make new 
friends, and some whom we have loved 
long since we shall lose for a while. These 
things which happen to us will affect 
our disposition, our influence, our char- 
acter, our relation to God, and our eternal 
salvation. There is only one way in 
which we can make sure that these things 
which happen to us will fall out to the 
progress of the gospel and turn out to 
our own spiritual good. That is to say, 
‘To me to live is Christ.” If we can 
say that, then when the time comes we 
can add for ourselves and for those whom 
we love—“and to die is gain.” 


(Scripture quotations are from the American 
Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE ORIGINS OF LOVE AND HATE. 
By Ian D. Suttie, M.D. The Julian Press, 
New York. 259 pp. $4.00. 





Originally published in England in 
1935, this able and original work antici- 
pated that revolution in psycho-analysis 
which now gives to mother-love the pri- 
ority in shaping personality which Freud 
gave to sex-love. Dr. Suttie was one of 
the first to revolt against the one-sided- 
ness of the Freudian interpretation. He 
argues that man is not a self-contained 
entity who must curb his jealous pos- 
sessiveness by reason and herd taboos. He 
is rather a being with deep needs of 
tenderness, of loving and being loved, 
whose personality is nourished by the 
mutual caresses of the mother-child re- 
lation and by the give and take of the 
family. Civilization is not a sublima- 
tion of repressed sex, as Freud thought, 
ut an outgrowth of mother love, of our 
prolonged infancy and of the social, ed- 
ucable, progressive nature of man’s be- 
ing. Hate, or the “death instinct,” as 
Freud miscalled it, is not an inborn de- 
structiveness, but, along with anviety, 
is acquired by frustration of the basic 
need for love and belonging. Most forms 
of mental disorder are caused by dis- 
turbances of the mother-child relation 
and their resulting jealousies and = an- 
tagonisms. 

To Freud, religion was a disease, a 
magnified father-fixation based on il- 
lusion. Dr. Suttie holds that true reli- 
gion is a cure for mental disorder to the 
extent that it heals these dislocations of 
the basic love life of the family. His 
view is that the religions of the world 
have been cither patriarchal, exalting 
deity as Policeman, or matriarchal, ex- 
alting deity as Providence. Christianity 
unites these two themes, but in Christ's 
teaching and symbolic miracles, God is 
primarily portraved as “‘free-giver and 
forgiver.”’ The true genius of the Chris- 
tian message is to transform us from “an 
exclusive rapport with the parent to an 
all-embracing rapport with our fellows.” 
Jesus’ healing miracles had a threefold 
technique of service, reassurance and 
forgiveness that parallel in a_ striking 
way the three things the mother does for 
her helpless. timid, or guilt-burdened 
child, 

Psychotherapy is thus cure by healing 
love It is a process of restoring confti- 
dence, allaying anxiety and evoking ap- 


Are youan AUTHOR 
looking for a publisher ? 
TWME Magazine (June 23, 1952) says of EXPOSITION: ‘Gives 
tts writers a contract whose terms are frank & clear, sends out 
veview copies & releases, builds publicity & promotion .. .” 
Send for free 32-page brochure 
“WE CAN PUBLISH YOUR BOOK" 
ExpPposrilionw FFPRess 

386 Fourth Avenue + New York 16, N.Y Dept. ¥ 
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preciative responsiveness to others. Dr. 
Suttie’s theology is naive and overly hu- 
manistic. But his insights into our 
human predicament are penetrating. He 
rightly insists that the best religion is 
that which fosters free growth and wid- 
ening community. 
D. Mavrice ALLAN. 

Hampden-Svdney, Va. 
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Tk CHRISTIAN IN PHILosopiy, Casserly. 
Scribners. 
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CHRISTIANITY’S CHALLENGE TO PHILOSO- 
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Rev. John F. Anderson, Jr. 
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CHANGES 
JOHN N, from 
Rouge, La., to Ware Shoals, S. C. 
CLARENCE Basserr§ from Teloloapan, 
Gro., Mexico, to 1302 E. 28th St.. Austin, 
Texas, on furlough. 
RicHArp V. 


ASHENFELDEK Baton 


PowkEul. Jk., who has just 
completed work on his Th. M. degree at 
Union Seminary in Virginia, has begun 
his new work as pastor of the John Calvin 
church, Salisbury, N. C. 

ALVIN H, Suirit from the University of 
Dubuque, Iowa, to 
Mo. 


GAINES B. 


S933 Tudor Ave., St. 


Louis 14, 
Hawt from Midland. Texas, 
to the Westminster church, 5294 13th St 
Port Arthur, Texas. 

J. FRANK ALEXANDER, JR. 
S. C., to the First 


from Cheraw, 
church, Milledgeville. 
Ga. 


RovwertT McArr 


professor of 


Brown. chaplain and 
Col- 


St. Paul, Minn., has been named Au- 


religion at Macaleste) 
lege, 
burn Associate Professor of Systematic 
Theology and the Philosophy of Religion 
at Union Seminary. New York 


AWARD 
Richarp T. Bakek. pastor of the 
Macpelah churches, Davidson, N. C 
William Black Award at the 
commencement of 
Junior College, Maxton, N. C. The 
North Carolina min- 
ister “who has done outstanding work as 
a minister, 


Unity 
and 
received the 
recent Presbyterian 
award 
goes annually to a 


pioneer worker, or evangelist, 


after the manner of William Black.” noted 


HE 

shall 
preserve 
thy 


soul. 


Psat 


SCHREINER 


Presbyterian Military College 
Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 





evangelist and church builder ot former 


years. 
DEGREES 

Three Presbyterian, U. S., ministers re- 
Ph. D. degree at the recent 
commencement of Duke University; Nok- 
MAN B. Gibps, receftly of Southwestern. 
now of Tenn., W. Rev- 
Southwestern, AIKEN 


ceived the 


Jackson, TAYLor 


ELEY, Memphis; G. 
Burlington, N. C.. 

Master of Theology degrees awarded at 
the Columbia Seminary commencement 
went to: Warrer H. Boyp, Crypr G. 
Brow Ne, Tom ALLEN Davipson, L. E. 
pAN, Keu DANG Kim, Warrrr H. 
Rorr. W. RAYBURN. 


DREs 


Sara Ashcraft. formerly of the Central 


TAYLOR, pastor. 


Jor- 
Pos, and 


church, Oklahoma City, will begin her new 
duties with the First church, Cisco, Texas, 
in mid-June. 


LAST YEAR 

Ministerial 1952-5: 
sented to the Assembly 
marized on page 6) include: 


statistics for 


General (sum- 


Ministers received from other denomina- 
tions: 
Presbyterian USA United Pres. 1 

18 National Bapt. | 
Methodist 4 Reformed Church 
A. RR. P. 4 in Amer. 1 
African Meth. Cumberland Pres. 1 

Episc. 1 Independent Fun- 
Baptist 1 damentalist 1 
Reformed Pres. 1 


Dismissed to other denominations 
Presbyterian USA icals 1 

17 Orthodox Pres. 1 
Cumberland Pres. 1 A. KR. P.1i 
Fellowship of Inde- Baptist 1 


pendent Evangel- 
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Peace College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 
North Carolina 
A Junior College combined with the 
last two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 
work in a college atmosphere. Accredit- 
ed. Transfer or terminal programs of- 
fered in: 
LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
SECRETARIAL PRE-NURSING 
MUSIC ART 
Well-rounded program of sports, 
tural, and social activities. 
write: 
WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
Raleigh. N. C. 


cul- 
For catalog 














FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 
Red Springs, N. C. 
THE PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE 


FAITHFUL TO CHRISTIAN IDEALS 
AND 
LOYAL TO INTELLECTUAL STANDARDS 


PRODUCING THE FINEST IN WOMANHOOD 
Write Immediately For Reservation 


MARSHALL SCOTT WOODSON. President 








deferred college career. 
WRITE FOR DETAILED INFORMATION 


MEN! 
FIT YOURSELVES FOR BOTH MILITARY SERVICE AND FOR CIVILIAN LIFE 


Southwestern offers you opportunities for academic work and for commissions 
in one of two branches of the armed services by means of off-campus military 
training, obtainable in the summertime, with pay, during a four-year, draft- 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS e 


The Admissions Counsellor 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 











AUSTIN COLLEGE of Sherman, Texas, is the 

pioneer Presbyterian liberal arts college of the 

Southwest, a four-year co-educational senior 

college, fully accredited. Write for literature. 
W. B. GUERRANT, President 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





mina- 








